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.and are conveyed by said data medium; 

\ means for generating apparatus protection data comprising a first set of data and a 
secona^set of data such that [said] said first set of data cannot be modified by a user of said 
reproduction apparatus and said second set of data can be modified by said user, said first 
set of data bein)? specific to a region or a country in which said reproduction apparatus is to 
be used; \ 

means for defining a protection level based on said medium protection data and said 
apparatus protection data iircombination; and 

means for executing reproduction of said main data in accordance with said 
protection level. )\ 

19 (Amended). A reproduction protection method providing reproduction 
protection, for operating on main data which are conveyed by a data medium [and on 
medium protection data which are specific to saicL data medium and are conveyed by said 
data medium], the method comprising the steps of: \ 

detecting medium protection data which are specific to said data medium and are 
conveyed by said data medium; \ 

generating apparatus protection data comprising a first setsof data and a second set of 
data such that said [said] first set of data cannot be modified by a user of said reproduction 
apparatus and said second set of data can be modified by said user,\aid first set of data 




Serial No. 09/469,499 

befog specific to a region or a country in which said reproduction apparatus is to be used; 

\defining a protection level based on said medium protection data and said apparatus 
protectiorKdata in combination; and 

executing reproduction of said main data in accordance with said protection level. 

20 (Amended). A data medium for transferring main data to a reproduction 
apparatus, to reproduceSsaid main data by said reproduction apparatus, characterized in that: 

said data medium mrther transfers medium protection data which are specific to said 
data medium; "^vV 

said reproduction apparatus generates apparatus protection data [compromising] 
comprising a first set of data and ^second set of data such that [said] said first set of data 
cannot be modified by a user of said reproduction apparatus and said second set of data can 
be modified by said user, said first set of data being specific to a region or a country in 
which said reproduction apparatus is to be used, and[;] 

said medium protection data and said apparatus protection data in combination specify a 
degree of restriction on said reproduction of the mairkdata by said reproduction apparatus. 

21 (Amended). A decoding apparatus providin&decoding protection, for operating 
on information which is transferred through a media and comprises main data which are to 
be decoded and protection data, the apparatus comprising: \ 
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yans for detecti n g said prote ction data; 
\s for generating apparatus protection data comprising a first set of data and a 
second set ofVa such that [said] said first set of data cannot be modified by a user of said 
[reproduction] *W apparatus and said second set of data can be modified by said user, 
said first set of dating specific to a region or a country in which said [reproduction] 

decoding apparatus is to be used; 

means for defining, protection level based on said protection data and said 

apparatus protection data, in conization; and 

means for executing decodinW said main data in accordance with said protection 

level. 



22 (Amended). A decoding protectionWthod providing decoding protection in a 
decoding apparatus, for operating on informationWh is transferred through a media and 
comprises main data which are to be decoded and protection data, the method comprising 

the steps of: 

detecting said protection data; 
generating apparatus protection data comprising a first seWdata and a second set of 
data such that [said] said first set of data cannot be modified by\user of said decoding 
and said second set of data can be modified by said user,\id first set of data 



apparatus 



being specific to a region or a 



country in which said [reproduction] decodihe apparatus is to 
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\d££yring a protection level based on said protection data and said apparatus 
protection dat^ 5 in combination; and 

executing decoding of said main data in accordance with said protection level. 



Please add the following new claims: 




r-23. The reproduction apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said protection 
level defining means defines said protection level based on a first data combination which 
is formed by\ombining said medium protection data with said first set of dat based on a 
combination of said first data combination with a second data combination which is formed 
5 by combining said medium protection data with said second set of data. 



24. The reproduction ^protection method according to claim 19, wherein said 
protection level is defined based, on a first data combination which is formed by combining 
said medium protection datas^iS^said first set of data or based on a combination of said 
first data combination with a seconckdata combination which is formed by combining said 
medium protection data with said seconckset of data. 



25. The data medium according to claim 20, wherein said degree of restriction is 
specified based on a first data combination which is formed by combining said medium 
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protection data with said first set of data or based on a combination of said first data 
combination with a second data combination which is formed by combining said medium 
protection crata with said second set of data. 

26. The aecoding apparatus according to claim 21, wherein said protection level 
defining means defmes said protection level based on a first data combination which is 
formed by combining s&id medium protection data with said first set of data or based on a 
combination of said first akta combination with a second data combination which is formed 
by combining said medium protection data with said second set of data. 

27. The decoding ^tecti^j^ethod according to claim 22, wherein said protection 
level is defined based on a ^fet^^k combination which is formed by combining said 
medium protection data with said first set of data or based on a combination of said first 
data combination with a second data combination which is formed by combining said 
medium protection data with said second set of oata. 

28. The reproduction apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said second set of 
data specifies operating condition information other than information which is specific to 
said region or sountry. 
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. The reproduction protection method according to claim 19, wherein said second 
set of data^ specifies operating condition information other than information which is 
specific to saidvregion or country. 

30. The dataViedium according to claim 20, wherein said second set of data 
specifies operating condition information other than information which is specific to said 
region or country. 

31. The decoding apparatus ads^rding to claim 21, wherein said second set of data 
specifies operating condition information\)ther than information which is specific to said 
region or country. 



32. The decoding protection method according^ claim 22, wherein said second set 
of data specifies operating condition information other thaq information which is specific to 
said region or country.-- 
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